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l pi c q i stioii to him upon a fact in common life, which he couldnot answer, nor have I found any one else who could. What is the reason that women servants, though obliged to be at the expense of purchasing their own clothes, have much lower wages than men servants, to whom^ a great proportion of that article is furnished, and when in fact our female house servants work much harder than the male ' ?
He told mc^ that he had twelve or fourteen times attempted to keep a journal of his life, but never could persevere2. He advised me to do it. 'The great thing to be recorded, (said ho,) is the state of your own mind3; and you should write down every thing that you remember, for you cannot judge at first what is good or bad; and write immediately while the impression is fresh, for it will not be the same a week afterwards 4.'
I again solicited him to communicate to me the particulars of his early Hfe. He said/You shall have them all for twopence. I hope you shall know a great deal more of me before you write my Life.' He mentioned to me this day
'When the efficiency [of men and women] is equal, but the pay unequal, the only explanation that can be given is custom.' ]. S. Mill's rolitical JSconomy, book il. ch. xiv. 5.
1J The day before he told Boswell this he had recorded :—' My general resolution, to -which I humbly implore the help of God, is to methodise my life, to resist sloth. I hope from this time to keep a journal.' ./'r. and -ft/Fed, p. 124. Four times more he recorded the same resolution, to keep a journal. See ante, i. 501, note 2, and post, April 14, 1775.
8 Scc/^W, March 30, 1778, where Johnson says:—'A man loves to review his own mind. That is the use of a diary or journal.'
4 ' lie who lias not made the experiment, or who is not accustomed to require rigorous accuracy from himself, will scarcely believe how much a few hours talce from certainty of knowledge and distinctness of imagery. . . . To this dilatory notation must be imputed the false relations of travellers, where there is no imaginable motive to deceive. They trusted to memory what cannot be trusted safely but to the eye, and told by £?uess what a few hours before they had known with certainty.' Johnson's IVorks, ix. 144.
many superfluous; for we .shall never use it; if a jack is seen, a spit \vill be presumed."' Mine. D'Arblay's Diary, \, 115.
